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factory reply. His teaching nothing which had not been
known to the Patriarchs is surely fatal to his claim of being
the last and greatest of inspired guides, the seal of prophecy.
Without Moses, the prophets, and Christ, Mohammed is in-
conceiveable; without the Old and New Testament, or rather
the Talmud and the apocryphal gospels, the Koran could not
have been imagined. Mohammed is described by the modern
German historian of the church as actuated by a zeal for the
honour of the one only God, whom the primitive traditions
still extant among his countrymen, and conversations with
Jews and Christians (strengthened, I may add, by his
own meditations), had taught him to recognise and adore.
A feeling of the infinite distance between the Creator and his
creatures, and of complete dependence upon Him, was the pre-.
dominant element in his religious character, while that'
of relationship and communion with this almighty and incom-
prehensible Being was wholly wanting. Hence, his one-
sided mode of apprehending the divine attributes, excludes
parental love, which ennobles every other quality; and if com-
passion was assumed to temper justice, it was only that of a sove-
reign to a slave, and did not harmonize' with the prevailing
tone of his religion. This explains the predominant fatalism
of Islam; and as it is the moral character of the Diety which
determines the spirit of a religion, the whole system of Moham-
med, notwithstanding some sublime maxims scattered over the
Koran, because wanting a right foundation, is radically defective.
The God who is worshipped as an almighty and arbitrary Will
could be honoured by the performance of insulated outward ser-
vices, as the repetition of prayers, and ablution, and pilgrim-
age, which he has seen fit to prescribe as marks of reverence,
and, especially, by the extermination of his enemies, the idola-
ters. Redemption finds no place in this scheme. The fall of the
first man occurs indeed in the Koran, but it is as an insulated
fact, and connects itself so little with Islam, that its omission
would not affect its essence or genius, for man appears in the
Koran as a frail and feeble being, unable to render perfect obe-
dience, but not as a sinner, whose nature requires to be renewed.